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The Society for Biblical Studies

The Rev. Peter Miano

The Exodus Experience

1-11/14 November 2010

Syllabus:11/14 Day Biblical Survey and Christian Origins 

3 Day Jordan and Petra Elective returning on 14 November 2010

Objectives:

· To gain an overview of modern biblical scholarship, including the rudiments of archaeology, and its importance for clergy and lay people
· To gain an overview of the cultural, historical and geographical settings of the Bible

· To learn about Christian origins in Egypt and become familiar with the nature of Christianity in the Holy Land 

· To explore liberation motifs in the Bible

· To become acquainted with the models of missionary approaches to the Middle East in the 19th and 20th centuries

Texts: (in advance of the program, participants should read one of the following books)

1) Ateek, Naim. Justice and Only Justice. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1989.

2) Borg, Marcus J. Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time. New York, NY: Harper San Francisco, 1994.

3) Carter, Jimmy. Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 2006.

4) Chacour, Elias. Blood Brothers. Tarrytown, NY: Chosen books, 1984.

5) Hoffmeier, James K. Israel in Egypt: The Evidence for the Authenticity of the Exodus Tradition. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1996. 
6) Johnson, Luke Timothy. The Real Jesus. New York, NY: HarperSanFrancisco, 1996.

7) Kimball, Charles. Striving Together. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991.

8) Miano, Peter J. The Word of God and the World of the Bible: An Introduction to the Cultural Backgrounds of the New Testament. London: Melisende, 2001.

9) Rousseau, John J. and Arav, Rami. Jesus and His World. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995.

10) Thompson, Thomas L. The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives. Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press International, 2002. 
Itinerary:

Day 1

Depart USA

1.11, M

Day 2

Arrive Cairo, transfer to hotel, Orientation and Introductions 

2.11, Tu
overnight in Cairo

Day 3

Theme: Introduction to Modern Cairo and Egypt’s Religious Legacy

3.11, W
Field trip: The Egyptian Museum, Meeting TBA, Giza, the Great Pyramids & Sphinx, Khan al Khalili bazaar (time permitting)

overnight in  Cairo

Day 4

Theme: Ancient Egypt 

4.11, Th
Field trip: Saqqara, The Step Pyramid, Dashur, Red Pyramid, Bent Pyramid, Meidum (time permitting)



overnight in Cairo

Day 5 
Theme: The Desert Experience

5.11, F
Field trip: depart Cairo, enter Sinai, Springs of Moses, Wadi Feran



overnight in St. Katherine’s Village

Day 6

Theme: Desert Spirituality

6.11, Sa
Field trip: Greek Orthodox liturgy (optional), St. Katherine’ Monastery, hike of Mt. 

Sinai (optional)

overnight in St. Katherine’s Village

Day 7
Theme: The Promised Land

7.11, Su 
Field trip: Enter Israel at Eilat, Wadi Araba, The Dead Sea 


overnight in Jerusalem/Bethlehem

Day 8

Theme: Jerusalem and its Environs at the Time of Jesus

8.11. M

Field trip: Bethlehem walking tour, the Church of the Nativity, Herodian, Shepherd’s 

Fields, 2nd Temple Model, Shrine of the Book, Israel Museum

overnight in Jerusalem/ Bethlehem

Day 9

Theme: Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection

9.11, Tu
Field trip: Mt of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, The Old City of Jerusalem, Western 

Wall, Temple Mount, St. Anne’s Church, Via Dolorosa, Lithostratos, Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre

overnight in Jerusalem/Bethlehem

Day 10

Theme: The Judean Desert

10.11, W
Field trip: Wadi Qelt, Qumran, Masada, transfer to King Hussein Bridge 

overnight in Amman

Day 11
transfer to Queen Alia Airport, return to USA


11.11, Th

3 Day Elective: Jordan/Petra ($712 based on 7 participants)

Day 10
Theme: The Judean Desert

10.11, W
Field trip: Field trip: Wadi Qelt, Qumran, Masada, transfer to King Hussein Bridge 

overnight in Wadi Musa/Petra

Day 11

Theme: The Rose Red City of Petra

11.11, Th
Field trip: Full day exploration of Petra


overnight in Wadi Musa/Petra

Day 12 

Theme: Christian Heritage in Jordan

12.11, F
Field trip: Little Petra, The King’s Highway, Shobak Castle, Madaba, Mt. Nebo



overnight in Amman

Day 13

Theme: Christian Heritage in Jordan

13.11, Sa
Field trip: Jerash, Amman, the Citadel, Roman theatre



Overnight in Amman

Day 14

transfer to Queen Alia Airport, return to USA

14.11, Su

* Worship will be arranged with indigenous Christians when appropriate.

* Meetings with indigenous people are subject to change.  Appropriate substitutions will be made in the event a speaker is unavailable.

* Daily itinerary is subject to local conditions. Some alterations may occur due to local circumstances. The order of days may require change in order to accommodate airline schedules, opening or closing times, etc.
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