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The Society for Biblical Studies
Journey to Morocco
11 Days, Points of Contact—Christian, Jewish and Islamic Heritage


Departing 23 October 2017
4 Day Elective: Sahara & Desert Splendor, returning 5 November 2017
Syllabus

Objectives:

· To explore points of contact between Christianity, Islam and Judaism

· To engage authentic interfaith conversation with a variety of people, Moroccan and expatriate, who are themselves engaged in authentic interfaith dialogue 

· To experience the natural, historical and cultural charms of Morocco 

· To enjoy the cultures and explore the idea of desert spirituality 

Texts: (All participants would find reading one of the following books to be beneficial.)

Itinerary:

Day 1

Depart USA

23.10, M 





Meet your traveling companions at your gateway city for your international departure and flight to Casablanca or arrange your own air travel and meet us in Morocco (c all for details). 
Day 2
Arrive Casablanca, orientation and introductions, Museum of Jewish Heritage, 

24.10, Tu 
3:00 PM Hassan II Mosque, St. John’s Anglican Church, additional touring as time permits, dinner at the hotel 
Overnight in Rabat 



Upon arrival in Casablanca, you will pass through the simple arrival procedures, meet your SBS faculty leader and begin touring as per the itinerary.  Orientation and introductions will begin right away and continue at your hotel where you will have time to enjoy your surroundings. Dinner will be at the hotel.
Day 3
Theme: Introduction to Islam
25.10, W
AM forum: The Essentials of Islam
Field trip: Kasbah of the Oudayas, Mausoleum of Hassan II, University of Rabat OR the Center for Formation and Research in Interfaith Dialogue, dinner at the hotel 

Overnight in Fes

After breakfast, we will visit the 13th Century fortress (Kasbah). We will visit the 
University of Rabat and meet with Prof. Mohamed Chtatou, who specializes in politics, culture 
and media OR we will visit the Center for Formation and Research in Interfaith Dialogue.  We

embark for the imperial cities of Meknes and Fes
Day 4
Theme: Islamic Art & Architecture
26.10, Th
Field trip: visit the Old City of Fes, Nejjarin (woodworkers) square, Nejjarin Museum, 14th Century Quranic schools, Kairaouyine mosque, tanneries, dinner on your own

Overnight in Fes
Today, we embark from Rabat and arrive in Fez around mid day. Once we arrive,

we will explore the old city of Fes, considered to be the artistic capitol of Morocco. Fez is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is so named for its architecture and for its preservation of traditional crafts. There will be plenty of free time to explore at your leisure and enjoy the city’s charming, authentic markets.   

Day 5
Theme: Roman Heritage

27.10, F
AM forum: Orientalism

Field trip: tour Volubilis, Meknes, evening meeting with Little Sisters of Jesus, dinner on your own

Overnight in Fes

We drive through lovely countryside to Volubilis, an extensive and well

preserved Roman city known for its mosaics. From there, we proceed to Meknes for lunch and to 

explore the markets before returning to Fes for the evening. We will meet with one of the Little

Sisters of Jesus.    
Day 6
Theme: Interfaith Dialogue
28.10, Sa
Field trip: Jewish Community Center (subject to confirmation), drive to Ifrane, Al 
Akhwayne University, meetings with students and faculty under the auspices of the Chaplain for Interfaith Dialogue, dinner at the hotel
Overnight TBD
Before embarking from Fez, we will visit the Jewish Community Center and 
proceed from there to Al Akhwayne University in the city of Ifrane, located in the Middle Atlas mountains and founded to promote interfaith understanding. In meetings with Moroccan and American students, faculty and religious leaders, we will explore facets of interfaith dialogue.    

Day 7

Theme: From North to South 
29.10, Su
Field trip: Beni Mellal, Azrou, Cascades of Ouzoud, dinner on your own

Overnight Marrakech
Our drive today takes us into the Middle Atlas Mountains and elevations above 
7,000 ft. Along the way, the High Atlas Mountains, reaching to 12,000 feet and higher, are the backdrop for our drive. After checking into our Riad, we venture out into the vibrant Jemaa al Fanaa, full of snake charmers, peddlers, and performers. Dinner is on your own at one of the many food stands or roof top restaurants.
Day 8

Theme: The Red City

30.10, M
Field trip: driving tour of the new city, Koutoubia Mosque, Majorelle gardens, 
Saadian tombs, Palace of Bahia, synagogue, Jemaa al Fanaa, the souk, dinner on 
your own

Overnight in Marrakech
Today, we explore hidden wonders in the Medieval souk, visit the majestic 
garden home of Yves Saint Laurent, known as Majorelle, and visit cultural and historical sites as well. There will be plenty of time for shopping and plenty of choices too! Dinner is on your own at one of the many food stands or roof top restaurants.
Day 9

Theme: Free day at leisure
31.10, Tu
Field trip: Explore Marrakech on your own your leisure. Dinner is on your own.


Overnight in Marrakech



We leave this day free for you to enjoy as you would like, because Marrakech offers an array of wonderful sites and activities. Enjoy a massage, try your hand at bargaining in the souk, buy a carpet or leather goods and take advantage of exceptional values or just explore and capture pictures to take home with you.  

Day 10

Theme: Return to Casablanca
1.11, W
Field trip: morning at leisure, drive to Casablanca, dinner on your own
Overnight in Casablanca
As our journey draws near to its close, we have a morning to take in sites or

spend at leisure. Then, we drive to Casablanca and prepare for our return to the USA. 

Day 11

Return to USA 
2.11, Th
4 Day Elective: Sahara and Desert Splendor (three dinners included, one on your own)
Day 10
Theme: The High Atlas Mountains

1.11, W
Field trip: Tizzi ‘n Tichka Pass, Kasbah Ait Benhaddou, Atlas Film Studio (timer permitting), Ouarzazete, dinner at the hotel


Overnight Ouarzazete


The day’s drive offers us magnificent views as we pass through the High Atlas 
Mountains (elevation 12,000 feet), passing through Berber villages, picturesque river valleys and 
watching for camels crossing the road. We will visit the finely preserved the UNESCO World 
Heritage site of Ait Ben Haddou, a 17th Century Kasbah. Time permitting, we will stop at the

Atlas Film Studio, where such films as Lawrence of Arabia, Jewel of the Nile, Gladiator and The 
Last Temptation of Christ were filmed. At  the end of the day, we will come to Ouarzazete 
(elevation 3,800 feet). 
Day 11
Theme: The Road of a Thousand Kasbahs
2.11, Th
Field trip: The Dades Valley, Todes Gorge (time permitting), Tafilalet Oasis, Merzouga, dinner at the hotel


Overnight Merzouga 

We embark early in the morning for Tafilalet Oasis—the largest in Morocco. Our 

route takes us through the beautiful and fascinating Dades Valley where we pass by hundreds of Kasbahs in various states of preservation. Time permitting, we will visit the Todra Gorge and Erfoud and  arrive at our desert lodging by late afternoon.  

Day 12

Theme: Desert Spirituality and Desert Civilization
3.11, F

AM forum: Desert Spirituality

Field trip: jeep safari to Berber camps and oases. Optional (ca. $20) sunset camel 
safari. Dinner at the hotel

Overnight Merzouga

Today, we trek by four wheel drive vehicle through the majestic dunes of

Saharra. We will visit Berber tents and watering holes. For those who would like, a camel safari will take you deeper into the dunes to enjoy a spectacular sunset. 
Day 13

Flight to Casablanca, afternoon at leisure, prepare for the flight home, dinner on 

4.11 Sa 
your own
Day 14

Return to USA

5.11, Su
· Meetings with indigenous people are subject to change.  Appropriate substitutions will be made in the event a speaker is unavailable.

· Daily itinerary is subject to local conditions, including weather, opening and closing hours, holidays, flight schedules, etc. Sometimes the order of the itinerary will change due to such circumstances and sometimes substitutions will be made.  

· Morning and evening fora on various topics will be arranged throughout the program.
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