North Central VIM 9.1.12


North Central Jurisdiction VIM 

The Rev. Dr. Alan Newhall

15 Day Mission Study Program including Jordan, Israel, the West Bank


9-23 January 2012

Syllabus

Objectives:

· To introduce participants to the cultures of Israel, Palestine and Jordan through extensive forums with governmental, non-governmental and church based organizations, on site interviews with representatives of Jewish, Muslim and Christian institutions and “hands on” volunteer experience

· To become familiar with the nature of Christianity in the modern Middle East and the work of the church today, especially the challenges implied by the current situation

· To become acquainted with the heritage of Christianity, Judaism and Islam in the Holy Land through visits to select Holy sites

· To become acquainted with various missionary models in Palestine and the Near East in the 19th and 20th centuries

· To examine the meaning and nature of mission, especially contextualization and the ingredients of effective mission, both global and local

· To become acquainted with the rudiments of biblical geography and biblical archaeology

Leadership: The Rev. Dr. Alan Newhall, The Society for Biblical Studies faculty

Texts: (in advance of the program, participants should read two of the following books)

1) Ateek, Naim. Justice and Only Justice. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1989.

2) Carter, Jimmy. Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 2006.

3) Chacour, Elias. Blood Brothers. Tarrytown, NY: Chosen books, 1984.

4) Miano, Peter J. The Word of God and the World of the Bible: An Introduction to the Cultural Backgrounds of the New Testament. London: Melisende, 2001.
5) Morris, Benny. Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-2001. New York: Vintage Books, 2001.
6) Owen, Roger. State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East.
London: Routledge, 1992.
7) Oz, Amos. Israel, Palestine and Peace, New York, NY: Vintage, 1994.
8) Prior, Michael. The Bible and Colonialism: A Moral Critique. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997.

9) ________. Zionism and the State of Israel: A Moral Inquiry. London: Routledge, 1999.

10) Reuther, Rosemay Radford & Herman J. The Wrath of Jonah. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1989.
11) Rousseau, John J. and Arav, Rami. Jesus and His World. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995.
12) Shlaim, Avi. The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2001 

13) Walt, Steven M. and Mearscheimer, John J. The Israel Lobby.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.

Itinerary:

Day 1

Depart Chicago, USA

9.1, M

Day 2
Arrive Tel Aviv, introductions, initial orientation

10.1, Tu
overnight in Bethlehem

Day 3

Theme: Christians in the Holy Land

11.1, W
AM forum: Models of Modern Mission; Ingredients of Effective Mission


Field trip: Bethlehem, Old City, Church of the Nativity, Applied Research Institute of Jerusalem, Israel-Palestine Center for Research and Information, additional sites as time permits (Herodian, Solomon’s Pools) 


PM forum: TBA 

overnight in Bethlehem

Day 4

Theme: Introduction to Modern Israel/Palestine 

12.1, Th
Field trip: Hebron, tombs of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs, Negev—unrecognized Bedouin villages, Betselem, Breaking the Silence, Israeli settlement

overnight in Bethlehem

Day 5
Theme: The Church and Peacemaking

13.1, F
Field Trip: Caesarea Maritima (Acts 10, 23-26), Sepphoris, Prophet Elias College, Ibillin OR Shfer Amr, House of Hope OR Mishmar ha Emek, (time permitting—Nazareth, Sisters of Nazareth Convent, koch tombs)  


overnight in Galilee (home stays??)

Day 6
Theme: Jesus and Reconciliation

14.1, Sa 
Field trip: Wadi Hammam, boat ride on the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Tabgha, Mt. of the Beatitudes, Jordan River, (Luke 13: 10-21, Matt 5- 7, 11: 20- 24, Mark 4- 6, John 21)



overnight in Galilee

Day 7
Theme: Jesus and Galilee

15.1, Su
10:00 AM, Worship, Christ Church, Nazareth, Basilica of the Annunciation. (Matt 2: 23, Luke 1: 26- 38, 4:16- 30, 1 Kings 21, John 4: 46- 54), Mt. of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane


overnight in Bethlehem

Day 8

Theme: Volunteer Work

16.1, M
Participants will be assigned to one of several volunteer experiences, depending on their interests and abilities


overnight in Bethlehem 

Day 9
Theme: Volunteer Work

17.1, Tu 
Participants will be assigned to one of several volunteer experiences, depending on  their interests and abilities


overnight in Bethlehem

Day 10

Theme: Volunteer Work

18.1, W 
Participants will be assigned to one of several volunteer experiences, depending on  their interests and abilities 

overnight in Bethlehem

Day 11
Theme: Volunteer Work

19.1, Th 
Participants will be assigned to one of several volunteer experiences, depending on their interests and abilities


overnight in Bethlehem

Day 12

Theme: Volunteer Work

20.1, F
Participants will be assigned to one of several volunteer experiences, depending on their interests and abilities


overnight in Bethlehem

Day 13

Theme: Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus

21.1, Sa
Field trip: Jerusalem, Western Wall, Temple Mount, Old City, Lithostratos, Church of the Holy Sepulchre

overnight in Bethlehem

Day 14

Theme: Free Day (options TBA)

22.1, Su
overnight in Bethlehem

Day 15

Transfer to Queen Alia Airport, return to USA

23.1, M

* Worship will be arranged in Nazareth and/or in Jerusalem with indigenous Christians.

* Meetings with indigenous people are subject to change.  Appropriate substitutions will be made in the event a speaker is unavailable.

* Daily itinerary is subject to local condition. 
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