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Electives:



Objectives:

· To gain an overview of the geographical setting of the Bible 

· To become familiar with the nature of Christianity in the Holy Land and the work of the church today, especially the challenges implied by the current situation

· To gain an overview of modern biblical scholarship, including the rudiments of archaeology and its importance for clergy and laity

· To become acquainted with the models of missionary approaches to Palestine and the Near East in the 19th and 20th centuries
Text:  Each participant will receive a copy of the book The Word of God and the World of the Bible: An Introduction to the Cultural Backgrounds of the New Testament by Peter J. Miano (London: Melisende, 2001).  You are encouraged to read this book before the program and to bring it along with you.
Itinerary:
Day 1
Depart New York City/JFK


4.1, W

Day 2
Arrive Amman, Queen Alia Airport

5.1, Th

transfer to hotel, orientation and introduction



overnight in Amman

Day 3
Theme: Christian heritage in Jordan

6.1, F
Field trip: Jerash, driving tour of Amman, including the Citadel & Museum, meetings with Jordanian Christians


Overnight in Amman

Day 4
Theme: Entering the Promised land

7.1, Sa
Field trip: Madaba, Mt. Nebo, cross King Hussein Bridge, Jericho (Joshua 5-7), Jordan Valley


Overnight in Galilee 


Day 5

Theme: Nazareth and the Coastal Plain

8.1, Su 
Field trip: Nazareth, Church of the Annunciation, House of Hope, Mishmar ha Emek, Megiddo (Rev. 16:16), Caesarea Maritima (Acts 10:1-8; 24)



overnight in Galilee
Day 6       
Theme: Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee


9.1, M
Field trip: Sea of Galilee, Mt. of the Beatitudes (Mt 5—7), Tabgha, Capernaum (Mk 1—2) 

overnight in Bethlehem

Day 7
Theme: Bethlehem and its Environs

10.1, Tu
Field trip: walking tour of Bethlehem, Church of the Nativity, shepherds’ fields, refugee camp, Israeli settlement


overnight in Bethlehem

Day 8 
Theme: Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus

11.1, W
Field trip: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Old City walking tour, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Western Wall 



overnight in Bethlehem

Day 9
Theme: Modern Israel & Palestine

12.1, Th
Field trip: Yad Vashem, Tent of Nations, Breaking the Silence, Rabbis for Human Rights

overnight in Bethlehem

Day 10
Return to USA

13.1, F

Notes:

· meetings with indigenous people will be scheduled at appropriate times throughout the program.  Appropriate substitutions will be made in the event that a speaker is unavailable.

· the itinerary may change due to local circumstances 

