SBS New Testament Backgrounds 2.11.20


The Society for Biblical Studies
10 Day Journey: New Testament Backgrounds, Christian Origins and Cultural Dimensions of Modern Turkey 

2-11 November 2020, with an elective to Cappodocia, returning 15 November 2020
Leadership: Peter J. Miano, Ali Ilter

Syllabus

Objectives:
· To survey the historical, cultural, social and geographical settings of the New Testament and Christian origins in Turkey 

· To explore the traditions of  Paul, John and Mary in Turkey
· To become acquainted with the distinctiveness of Islam in modern Turkey and its role in the modern state.

· To explore Mysticism and other points of contact in Islam & Christianity

· To enjoy the romance and beauty of Anatolia and the Aegean coast of Turkey

· To develop personal spirituality & group spirituality
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Itinerary

Day 1

Depart U.S.A.

2.11, M
Day 2
Arrive Izmir, transfer to Kusadaci, (Ephesus), orientation, introductions 
3.11, Tu
dinner is included, overnight in Kusadaci. 

Day 3
Theme: Introduction to Hellenism and the Backgrounds of the New
4.11, W
Testament

Field trip: Selcuk Museum, Belevi Mausoleum, Pollio Aqueduct, the Issa Bey Mosque, Basilica of St. John (time permitting), dinner on your own, overnight in Kusadaci.
Day 4 
Theme: The Divine Feminine in the Hellenistic Age
5.11, Th
Field trip: Aphrodisias, dinner on your own, overnight in Kusadaci.
Day 5
Theme: Empire and the Early Churches 
6.11, F

Field trip: Ephesus, visit the Church of the Virgin Mary, theatre, library of 

Celsus, agora, Arcadia Street, Curetes Street, State Agora, Basilica of St. John, dinner on your own, overnight in Kusadasi.
Day 6

Theme: The Book of Revelation
7.11, Sa
Field Trip: Pergamum (Rev. 2:12), visit Asclepion, Acropolis, Museum


PM Forum: Models of Mission and The Ingredients of Effective Mission, dinner on your own, overnight in Bergama.
Day 7
Theme: Introduction to Byzantine Christianity


8.11, Su
Field trip: transfer to airport, flight to Istanbul, Church of St. Savior, Chora, Theodosian walls, dinner on your own, overnight in Istanbul.
Day 8

Theme: Byzantine and Islamic Heritage
9.11, M
Field trip: Sultanahmet: Hippodrome, Blue Mosque (if possible), Topkapi 


Palace, Hagia Sophia Museum, Egyptian Bazaar (Spice Bazaar), dinner on 

your own, overnight in Istanbul.    
Day 9
Theme: Ottomon Civilization and the Turkish Republic
10.11, Tu
Field trip: Suleimaniyya Mosque, Sultanahmet: Hippodrome, Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art, Istanbul Archaeological Museum, Grand Bazaar (optional and time permitting), dinner on your own, overnight in Istanbul.
Day 10

transfer to Istanbul Airport, return to USA or continue with the elective.
11.11, W

4 Day Elective: Early Christians and Cappodocia (minimum 10 people)

Day 10
transfer to Istanbul Airport, flight to Antalya, Aspendos, Perga, dinner on 

11.11, W 
your own, overnight in Antalya.
Day 11

Theme: Early Christians in Cappodocia 
12.11, Th
Field trip: Tomb & Convent of Rumi, Iconium (Konya), dinner is 



included, overnight in Konya.
Day 12

Theme: Early Christians in Cappodocia

 13.11, F
Field trip: Zelve Valley, Goreme Valley, Byzantine churches, dinner is 


included, overnight in Cappadocia.
Day 13
TBD

14.11, Sa
Dinner is included. Overnight in Anatolia.
Day 14

Transfer to airport, return to USA.
15.11, Su
**Itinerary is subject to change due to local circumstances

**Meetings with local people (PM fora) are subject to change. Appropriate substitutions may be necessary.
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